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County looks to fill
industrial shell building

By MICHAEL ULMER
C-I (Camden, S.C.) staff reporter
county@ci-camden.com

When Kershaw County Council signed a deal
in 2007 with Progress Energy to construct an
empty, ready-to-use shell building on Black Riv-
er Road, the intention was to attract new busi-
ness to the county and pay off the project’s cost of
$400,000 by Aug. 30, 2010.

Despite council moving the target date last
summer to Aug. 30, 2011, the building remains
unoccupied. Consequently, council was pushed

once again at its meeting Tuesday to move the
deadline ahead one more year. According to
the new agreement unanimously approved by
council, the deadline is now Aug. 30, 2012. The
two deadline extensions also involved two pay-
ments of $20,000 to Progress Energy as a show
of “good faith.” The county still owes the compa-
ny $360,000, a cost council hopes will be covered
once a new business moves into the building.

Councilman Stephen Smoak said Tuesday the
agreement is essentially an interest-free loan.

“I think everyone recognizes the importance of

See County, Page 4
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I think every-
one recognizes
the importance
of having a facil-
ity for prospec-
tive corporations
and industrial
developers who
maybe are look-
ing to our county.
If you don’t have
it, then they're
not going to
come.”

-- Stephen Smoak
County council
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Residents |
continue to voice
Y concerns

By MARTIN L. CAHN
C-I (Camden, S.C.) associate editor
camden@ci-camden.com

Two Camden residents spoke
up about their feelings concern-
ing the city of Camden’s propos-
al to build a recreation complex
on the former Boylan-Haven-
Mather Academy grounds that
the YMCA of Columbia might
manage. The men spoke dur-

ing the public forum portion of
Camden City Council’s meeting
Tuesday evening.

One, Jim Parrish of Forest
Drive, said he actually doesn’t
have a position on the Y itself,
but rather how the city is han-
dling the controversy.

Parrish, who said he has been
a Camden resident for 42 years,

See Camden, Page 4

Horses and history bring visitors
to Camden, but there’s another at-
traction that will revel in the spot-
light come October.

The birth of an annual antiques
festival in downtown Camden is
being shepherded by Friends of the
National Steeplechase Museum.
A volunteer steering committee --
chaired by Beverly Steinman, pres-
ident of the museum board, and
Don Terrell, retired banking execu-
tive — is working on the plan to es-
tablish the Camden Antiques Fair,
which will benefit the museum. The
steering committee also includes
Jack Brantley, Thomas Walter,
Toby Sheorn, Kevin Perry, Patri-
cia Richardson, Lisa Towell, Tanya
Artinian and Sarah Reed. Museum
staff Hope Cooper and Katy Cowan

Camden Antiques Fair:

National Steeplechase Museum to be beneficiary of new antiques event

are project managers.

In its aim to “attract excellent
dealers as well as patrons,” the
steering committee issued invita-
tions to what it characterized as
“some of America’s best antique
dealers,” and the response has been
strong as commitments are nearing
the limit of 30 participants.

The name Camden Antiques Fair
is a tip of the hat to history as Cam-
den is said by the antique fair orga-
nizers to hold the oldest license to
hold a public fair. The permit was
granted by King George III in 1774
and the fair was located, naturally,
on Fair Street. The new Camden
Antiques Fair will be held in the
vicinity of Rhame Arena at the cor-
ner of Bull and Broad streets.

The event will open with a preview

party Oct. 20, with sales and exhibit
hours Oct. 21-23. All events will be
open to the public, and tickets will go
on sale in early September. The of-
ferings will include furniture, toys,
ceramics, sporting artifacts, rugs, sil-
ver, crystal, jewelry and art.

“The Camden Antiques Fair
brings new possibilities for tourism
as well as the creation of strong
partnerships with merchants and
other non-profit organizations,”
said Terrell. “In addition to the
four-day fair, we will strongly mar-
ket local antique shopping and co-
ordinate additional events compli-
menting the fair.”

For more information, contact the
National Steeplechase Museum
at 432- 6513, Ext. 14, or email to
hope@steeplechasemuseum.org.

‘Angry Management’
to remain in school
district libraries

By MARTIN L. CAHN
C-I (Camden, S.C.) associate editor

By ASHLEY LEWIS FORD
C-I (Camden, S.C.) staff reporter
education@ci-camden.com

“Angry Management” is
back.

A month and a half after
Camden High School (CHS)
parent Douglas Berry ex-
pressed concern about the
book’s use of profanity, mem-
bers of a special review com-
mittee said “Angry Manage-
ment” should remain on the
KCSD high school library
shelves. The novel, written by
Chris Crutcher, also appeared
on high school summer read-
ing lists.

“But one of the conces-
sions that we made is that we

would include our resourc-
es, which would be free to
the public, to research the
books. That way, a parent
could make an informed
decision on whether or not

that book was appropri-

ate for their child,” CHS

Assistant Principal and com-
mittee leader Lesley Corner
said. “We have DISCUS, and
we’re going to give parents
the password. They would
be able to go on there and
read the professional reviews
that we read -- they already
have access to those, we're
just going to include it on the
summer reading list so they
would know how to get to

those resources.”

(Berry’s letter to the editor in
response to the committee’s de-
cision can be found on page 3.)

The KCSD summer reading
list for high school students
is compiled by English teach-
ers and media specialists from
the school district’s three high

See Book, Page 4
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Medicaid patients don’t have to worry where
their next ride will come from, thanks to a new
deal worked out between the Santee-Wateree
Regional Transportation Authority (S-WRTA)
and other RTAs.

Several weeks ago, the S-WRTA and the
PeeDee and Berkley-Charleston-Dorchester
RTAs refused to ratify a contract with Access-
2Care, the U.S. Department of Health and Hu-
man Services’ (DHSS) new Medicaid transpor-
tation broker. S-WRTA Executive Director Ann
August said at the time that Access2Care’s set
patient-per-mile rates so low that her and other
RTA’s would have lost hundreds of thousands of
dollars on the deal.

Access2Care is set to take over the DHHS
contract Aug. 22 from Atlanta, Ga.-based Logis-
tiCare, which has served as the Medicaid trans-
portation broker since 2007.

Deal: RTA to continue
Medicaid transports

RTA executive boards voted on the renegoti-
ated contract Monday. The Chronicle-Indepen-
dent received word of the new deal Tuesday
evening from Camden City Councilman Willard
Polk, who represents the city on the S-WRTA
board.

During a telephone interview Wednesday,
August said the revised contract is much more
favorable.

“We renegotiated with them so that not only
do the rates come up to cover our operating
costs -- the new rate would be able to do that
-- and give us a little residual as well,” August
said. “We wanted to have something there to ab-
sorb rising fuel costs, even if that only happens
for a week or so. The other way, we were already
in the hole.”

August said the revised contact also contains
uniform language among all RTA providers,
whether public -- such as the S-WRTA or the ones
in the PeeDee and Lowcountry -- or private.

See RTA, Page 4
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said he recently attended a
Camden Planning Commis-
sion (CPC) meeting. He said he
found the meeting “enlighten-
ing” in regard to how govern-
ment works.

“I appreciate the public ser-
vants who give humbly of their
service,” Parrish said. “Please
remember that you are public
servants, too. I'm concerned
about the direction city govern-
ment has been going these past
couple of years. There seems to
be a problem with trust and the
decisions you’re making.”

Parrish mentioned what he
described as “anger” expressed
in the newspaper, on the Inter-
net and even to council mem-
bers face-to-face. He said coun-
cil “may have some work to do”
to regain that trust.

Turning his back to council
and facing members of the pub-
lic attending the meeting, Par-
rish said, “Some citizens feel
you have turned your back on
them ... not listened to them.”

Specifically speaking on the
proposal to replace Rhame Are-
na, located at Broad and Bull
streets, Parrish said he and his
wife use the arena five days a
week.

“The proposal to replace it
appears to have received little
input. Many letters have been
written in opposition, but the
director of the YMCA in Co-
lumbia was quoted as saying
90 percent of residents support
the idea. A councilman was
quoted as saying he has heard
no opposition,” Parrish said.

He said he recently contact-
ed YMCA of Columbia Director
Bryan Madden.

“After we communicated, we
met and I took copies of the ar-
ticles and letters to the editor
with me. I just wanted him to
be aware,” Parrish said. “I don’t
have a position on the Y, but I
do have a position on the com-
munication that’s taken place.”

Parrish said Madden told
him the Y in Columbia has a $3
million budget, but knows that
Camden has a different demo-
graphic than Columbia.

“We have a larger percent-
age of people below the poverty
line. We have different demo-
graphics than the averages,”
Parrish said Madden told him.

He also said Madden ex-
plained that the Y had a third
party see if the Y would “fit” in
Camden based on the demo-
graphics.

“And he figured he could
make it operate here. I don’t
think he would have told me
that if he didn’t think it could
be done,” Parrish said, “but he
did not choose the location. If
you do build it and agreed to
have them operate it, he said
he would sign the lease.”

Parrish had more to say, but
was still speaking when his
5-minute time limit ran out.

“Unlike Mr. Parrish, I do
have a position on the Y,” Bar-
ney Ransom said when he took
the podium a few minutes later.
“I have been provoked by a cou-
ple of articles in the paper and
I would like to expose a differ-
ent side.”

Ransom, a Burns Lane resi-
dent, noted Mayor Jeffrey Gra-
ham’s recent column on the
matter proposing that the new
recreation center could include
soccer fields and volleyball
courts that could bring tourists
to Camden for large tourna-
ments.

“I've long held the position
that Kershaw County must
have more soccer fields per
capita than any other county in
the state. We don’t need more,”
Ransom said.

He also said he is familiar
with volleyball tournaments
because his granddaughter
plays in Charleston on the
club level. Some of those tour-
naments, said Ransom, take
place in the Midlands, includ-
ing the lower and northeast
portions of Richland County
and at Lugoff-Elgin High
School in Kershaw County.

“There’s not much need to
compete with Lugoff-Elgin and
when they’re playing in South
Carolina, they come early,
bring a lunch and leave when
they’re eliminated. There’s not
much tourism at all,” he said.

Blake Halley, of York Street,
also spoke before council, ask-
ing it to do something about
sand trucks working on haul-
ing fill dirt to the new waste-
water treatment plant driving
by his home.

“That’s not the truck route,”
Halley complained. “You've got
to make a right turn and go by
the gas place and then make
another turn. My complaint
-- ’'m asking if the trucks can
please use the truck route.
They start at 6:30 in the morn-
ing and don’t stop until 7:30
p-m. 'm a truck owner myself
and I'm very familiar with the
damage a truck can do.”

Camden does not yet have a
S.C. Department of Transpor-
tation (DOT) approved truck
route. It is working to create

one that would utilize Ehren-
clou Drive and Chesnut Ferry
Extension on the southwest
side of the city along with Bull
and Mill streets on the east
side.

In an email Wednesday, Cam-
den City Manager Kevin Bron-
son noted that Halley lives
on York Street west of Broad,
which is not part of Camden’s
“preferred” truck route.

“Until we have an approved
(by DOT) truck bypass, any
vehicle of any size may travel
all of Camden’s roadways,”
Bronson said. “The contractor
is pretty much finished, and
the additional truck traffic will
stop by the end of this month.”

In regular business, coun-
cil voted unanimously -- with
Councilman Pat Partin absent
-- to affirm a CPC recommenda-
tion to deny a rezoning request
for a commercial property in
Dusty Bend.

The owners of the old Smith
Supply Co. building on North
Broad Street just before the
CSX railroad tracks asked
that the property be rezoned
from B-3 to B-2. The city origi-
nally zoned the property under
the less-restrictive B-2 zon-
ing years ago, but -- following
Smith’s closure -- rezoned it as
B-3 in order to make it more
compatible with surrounding
properties.

Councilman Walter Long
noted that the more restrictive
B-3 zoning allows the area to
transition to adjacent residen-
tial neighborhoods.

“T believe it should be left
as it is. I do not believe that
should be a heavy commercial
area,” Long said.

Mayor Graham said the CPC
determined the current zoning
was proper.

“They believe it is a transi-
tional area and recommended to
deny the request,” Graham said.

“The commission is there
for a reason,” Councilwoman
Alfred Mae Drakeford added.
“They did a lot of research be-
fore making the decision. I said
Thursday that if we’re going

to reverse the decision ... it
was not a decision to be taken
lightly.”

Councilman Willard Polk
agreed.

“I congratulate the commis-
sion and those members of the
public who provided input. It’s
an example of how public input
and the expertise of our com-
missions help to make reason-
able decisions to benefit the
community,” Polk said.

Also Tuesday, council consid-
ered a resolution allowing for

the consumption of alcohol dur-
ing October’s Camden Antiques
Fair. The National Steeplechase
Museum is sponsoring the fair,
to be held Oct. 20-23 at Rhame
Arena. The resolution would
only allow for the consumption
of alcohol between 6 to 9 p.m.
Oct. 20 during a special pre-
view party that evening.

“The National Steeplechase
Museum wants to bring tour-
ists to Camden,” Graham said.
“They have spoken with the
antique dealers downtown and
I believe this is a win-win situ-
ation for everyone.”

The vote approving the de-
cision was 3-0, with Long ab-
staining due to his membership
on the board of the Carolina
Cup Racing Association.

Council also unanimously
proclaimed August as Farmers
Market Month and accepted a
large basket of produce from
State Rep. Laure Slade Fun-
derburk, her family, and Farm-
ers Market Manger Shannon
Jacobs and Farmers Market
President Craig Bell.

“I want to thank Rep. Fun-
derburk and Sen. (Vincent)
Sheheen with their assistance
in securing the original grant
to get started,” Drakeford
said. “It’s been so beneficial
and we hope, in the future, to
expand it and use (the land)
for other things.”

“There are great things going
on down there,” Long added.
“Just go down there on any Sat-
urday. It’s amazing -- a great
community item.”

Graham noted that council
discussed looking at the prop-
erty for further enhancement.

In other business, council
unanimously proclaimed the
month of September as Nation-
al Literacy Month, promising
to find more ways to help the
community become more liter-
ate. Council also unanimously
voted to appoint Norma Young
to the Camden Historic Land-
marks Commission, on which
she has served before.

“I want to thank those commu-
nity members willing to serve on
our commissions,” Graham said.
“They are very important, and
that’s why we’ve had so much
discussion about our boards and
commissions. I know Mrs. Young
will serve well, as she has done
before.”

Camden City Council will
next meet in work session at
2:30 p.m. Aug. 18. It will next
meet in regular session at 8:30
a.m. Aug. 23. All meetings are
held in Camden City Hall, 1000
Lyttleton St., and are open to
the public.
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having a facility for prospec-
tive corporations and industri-
al developers who maybe are
looking to our county. If you
don’t have it, then they’re not
going to come,” Smoak said.

Council Chairman Gene
Wise agreed with Smoak, say-
ing it is “important to have an
inventory of buildings for eco-
nomic development.”

Council also unanimously
approved a bid from Burris
Electrical of Lexington for
a $308,000 lighting project
for the baseball fields at the
Kershaw County Recreation
Department’s West Wateree
complex. Council previously
allotted $400,000 in the coun-
ty’s recreation reserve fund to
complete the installation. The
complex, on U.S. 1 between
Lugoff and Elgin, is a 100-acre
facility with three soccer fields,
four tennis courts and four

baseball fields.

The lighting project was part
of the recreation department’s
master plan which outlines
upgrade plans for the coun-
ty’s recreation facilities. Two
phases of construction for the
West Wateree complex were
outlined in the plan. Phase
One involved construction of
the soccer fields, tennis courts,
bathrooms, and a parking lot
at the facility. These projects
were aided by a $250,000 grant
from the S.C. Parks, Recreation
and Tourism (PRT). The sec-
ond phase involved construct-
ing the baseball fields, lighting
the fields and the construction
of a walking track. A $178,000
grant was provided by PRT
for Phase Two. Both grants
involved the county providing
matching money.

Kershaw County Recreation
Director James Davis said
that as part of the agreement
for lighting the baseball fields,
the county will receive $52,000
back from PRT once the project
is completed to settle the stipu-

lations of the grant. The PRT
grant requires that the county
light the ball fields. Davis add-
ed that the county didn’t want
to have a black eye associated
with PRT by not completing the
obligations associated with the
grant.

Council also signed a proc-
lamation declaring August as
“Farmers Market Month” in
Kershaw County.

S.C. Rep. Laurie Slade Fun-
derburk, who pushed for the
initial creation of the farmers
market in 2004, said the mar-
ket is a very popular place on
Saturday mornings.

“It is there to help the farm-
er, the economy, as well as to
connect the farms to the folks
in the city who enjoy the quali-
ty products,” Funderburk said.

Wise noted how food grown
within 50 miles is the most
nutritious a consumer can
buy and expressed his appre-
ciation for the market. “You’re
providing quite a service to the
citizens of Kershaw County,”
he said.

In other business, council:

e unanimously approved
second reading of an ordinance
calling for a supplemental ap-
propriation of funds to install
a public boat ramp and float-
ing dock in the Wateree River
-- $40,000 would be appropri-
ated if passed on third reading;

e unanimously approved a
resolution presented by Coun-
cilman Jimmy Jones honoring
Vietnam veteran and Purple
Heart recipient Raymond Har-
dy for his military service;

e unanimously approved a
$9,800 budget transfer for the
Kershaw County Sheriff’s Of-
fice to hire a court house secu-
rity officer. The expense will
not affect the department’s
overall budget as the cost will
be transferred out of the de-
partment’s part-time expendi-
tures into its full-time expen-
ditures; and

e entered executive ses-
sion to discuss a tax dispute
involving Weylchem, a chemi-
cal company with operations
in Elgin.

RTA
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“We didn’t want public pro-
viders to have one set of lan-
guage and others have a dif-
ferent set, because we’re all
providing the same service.
Right now, we’re looking for-
ward to getting off to a better
start than we did and provid-
ing the best transportation
services that we can,” she said.

The S-WRTA serves Medic-
aid patients in a seven-county
region: Kershaw, Lee, Sum-
ter Clarendon, Calhoun and
Orangeburg, as well as a por-
tion of lower Richland County
where another provider there
does not provide Medicaid
transportation. RTAs are re-
imbursed for providing free
transportation for Medicaid
patients to medical appoint-
ments anywhere in the region.

As of Aug. 22, however, pa-
tients will have a new number

CM K

to call to schedule pickups. In
fact, August said, they can be-
gin using the number now to
reserve pickups scheduled for
on or after Aug. 22.

The new phone number is
1-855-777-1255. (TTY wusers
should call 1-855-777-1256.)

“They have to call the broker,
not us,” August said. “We hope
things will be the same for our
riders, especially senior citizens.
If they are used to dialing one
number and all of a sudden they
get a new number -- we've sent

+

out notices, but if they didn’t
read it, they’re going to end up
calling the old number and (ul-
timately) not reach us.”

August said riders can also
use Access2Care’s website,
WWW.Sc-access2care.com.

“We're happy to work with
them and DHSS because the
passengers would have been
the ones to suffer in the long
run. We have a lot of passen-
gers that are used to the driv-
ers that they have,” August
said.

Deaths,
Funerals
& Notices

Katherine Tucker

Funeral services to celebrate
the life of Katherine Ernestine
Truesdale Tucker, 81, of Cam-
den will be held Sunday, August
14,2011 at 2:00 PM at Kornegay
Funeral Home Camden Chapel
with burial to follow in For-
est Lawn Memorial Park. Rev.
Hugh McKinney will officiate.
The family will receive friends
Saturday, August 13, 2011 from
6:00 — 8:00 PM at Kornegay Fu-
neral Home Camden Chapel.
Memorials may be made in Mrs.
Tucker’s memory to the Commu-
nity Medical Clinic of Kershaw
County, 110 East DeKalb Street,
Camden, SC 29020.

Mrs. Tucker died Thursday,
August 11, 2011. Born in Ker-
shaw, she was the daughter of
the late Ernest Herbert Trues-
dale and Mollie Roberts Trues-
dale. Mrs. Tucker was a United
States Air Force nurse having

served during the Korean War.
She was a registered nurse with
the Kershaw County Memorial
Hospital and retired from the
Kershaw County Health De-
partment. Mrs. Tucker was a
member of First Baptist Church
in Camden.

She is survived by her chil-
dren, Paula Bordner (Tim) of
Lugoff, Kathy Epps (Robert) of
Camden and Ed Tucker (Sandra)
of Camden; eight grandchildren,
Stephen Sheorn, Angie Tidwell,
Ashley Ward, Andrew Epps, Will
Tucker, Caroline Hodge, Susan
Tucker and Madeline Tucker
and six great grandchildren. She
was predeceased by her sister,
Margie Branham.

Kornegay Funeral Home,
Camden Chapel is in charge of
arrangements.

Online condolences may be
sent to Mrs. Tucker’s family at

www.kornegayfuneral.com.
Chronicle-Independent, Camden, S.C.
August 12, 2011

Kornegay Funeral Home

Our Family Serving Your Family
in the Midlands Since 1884

Book

From Front Page

schools. All 40 books chosen
for inclusion in the high school
summer reading list are read
by at least one individual serv-
ing on the committee. Twenty
of the books on the list, which
includes “Angry Management,”
were South Carolina 2011-12
Young Adult Book Award nom-
inees.

Corner said whether or not
the book would also be on
high school students’ sum-
mer reading lists next year is
a decision that has yet to be
made by next year’s reading
list committee.

“If they continue with the
same process, 20 of the titles
would absolutely change be-
cause it would be the Young
Adult Book Award nominees
for next year, which would be
different than the ones for this
year,” she said.

Selected by CHS Principal
Dan Matthews, the review
committee included an Eng-
lish teacher from Lugoff-Elgin
High School, two CHS parents,
as well as a business, physi-
cal education, media special-
ist and social studies teacher
from CHS.

The committee said the use
of expletives in the book is “not
as widespread as noted (in)
the complaint” and is used by
characters in personal conver-
sations during a counseling
group session or as private
thoughts by a character.

“This is language (if not
worse) people saddled with
life circumstances as detailed
in the book usually use in real
life,” according to the report.
“Therefore, we believe stu-
dents will relate to the char-
acters and their plight more
readily.”

Another thing that the
committee agreed on, Corner
said, was that reading the
book “in this type of situa-
tion” is different than teach-
ing it in a class.

“At any time, a person could
close the book and say it’s not
for me and they have 39 other
choices. Whereas if the book
was being taught in a class,
they would be exposed to it
whether they want or not,” she
said.

The committee also said
students can learn from the
book -- as it includes teach-
ings about hope, self-esteem
and religious freedom, and
addresses issues such as
prejudice, domestic abuse
and identity.

“Several committee mem-
bers shared that school is
here to serve all children and
not just one child. The book
teaches about social events
and self-reflections,” the report
said. “Crutcher does a master-
ful job of depicting, analyz-
ing, and bringing to light the
many challenges that face

our youth in today’s society.
Our society will greatly ben-
efit from more young people
seeing strong book charac-
ters using whatever creative
means they have to become
better people in spite of the
obstacles they face.”

Furthermore, the commit-
tee -- which Corner said read
the book, examined literary re-
views and researched profes-
sional lists -- also agreed that
the book serves as a good ex-
ample of the value that can be
gained by “looking at the total
picture.”

“Scanning a book, watch-
ing a movie, utilizing online
information, etc., cannot give
a person enough information
to reach an intelligent deci-
sion. The characters in this
book deserved to be treated
with the respect of having
the reader understand their
dilemmas,” the report said.
“Encouraging students to
‘look at the total picture’ will
assist them academically, en-
hance their extra-curricular
activities, and promote better
relationships with their fami-
lies and peers.”

Acknowledging that the
committee supported the pro-
fessional reviews that recom-
mend the book for high school
students, Corner said that
doesn’t mean that they made
the decision that it was appro-
priate for all high school stu-
dents.

“What we said was that
we felt, as a school, that the
book was on the list because
of it being a Young Adult book
nominee, and that if a parent
didn’t feel that it was appro-
priate for their child that was
a decision they should make,”
she said. “But we shouldn’t
make that decision for every-
one.”

Kershaw County School
District Director for Com-
munications Mary Anne Byrd
said the committee’s recom-
mendation to include educa-
tional resources for parents
on future summer reading
lists would be both helpful
and beneficial.

“The committee was well-
represented, and we’re going
to have a better way of com-
municating with parents in
the future because of their
thoughtfulness,” Byrd said.

On Thursday afternoon,
Crutcher said that while he
is flattered about the com-
mittee’s thoughts regarding
his book, he still is concerned
about the process that the
school district used when mak-
ing its decision.

“The school district got
intimidated and did this
‘guilty until proven inno-
cent’ thing. One person came
in and they took the book off
until a decision was made,”
the author said. “This re-
ally isn’t about my book,
it’s about the process — and
that’s a policy that schools
should look at.”



